










 

 
 
 
 
June 25, 2013  
 
Luis E. Rodriguez 
Supervising Engineer 
County of Essex 
Department of Public Works 
Division of Engineering 
900 Bloomfield Avenue 
Verona, NJ  07044 
 
 
 

Subject: Bridge Street Bridge Status 
Lower Passaic River Study Area Project, River Mile 10.9 
Lyndhurst, NJ 

 
 
 
Dear Mr. Rodriguez, 
 
Great Lakes Dredge & Dock Company (GLDD) has been retained by CH2M HILL to perform the 
remediation of an approximate five acre area of the Passaic River noted as the Lower Passaic River Study 
Area, River Mile 10.9.  The remediation includes the removal of approximately 19,600 cubic yards of 
river sediments and installation of a multi-layer subaqueous cap.  The dredge sediments will be transported 
to a processing facility during evening hours utilizing loaded material transport barges/tugboats traveling 
up the Passaic and Hackensack Rivers.  A return trip that same evening will occur with an empty material 
transport barge/tugboat.  This travel route requires the equipment to negotiate several bridges requiring an 
opening as required by the air draft of the tugboat (approximately 16-feet).   

 
On April 11, 2013, GLDD initiated a river survey to determine water depths, bridge heights/widths and 
travel time.  GLDD used the survey boat Wolf River that possesses an air draft of 15-feet.  At mile marker 
5.6, the Wolf River encountered the Bridge Street bridge where it was discovered that the bridge was non-
operational due to damage sustained by hurricane Sandy.  Contact was made with Sal Macaluso, the Essex 
County Director of Roads and Bridges, who informed GLDD that the bridge was in need of repair due to 
damage to the clutch mechanism. He stated that the bridge was scheduled to be repaired and anticipated to 
be fully operational by April of 2013, well in advance of the Lower Passaic River project 
mobilization.  GLDD completed the river survey a few days later utilizing a smaller vessel with a reduced 
air draft. 
 
During the week of June 10, 2013, GLDD initiated final notices to the appropriate bridge entities and 
discovered on June 20, 2013, that the Bridge Street bridge was still non-operational.  Mr. Luis Rodriguez, a 
Supervising Engineer with Essex County, informed GLDD that the bridge was in need of more extensive 
repair that originally determined via initial survey.   Follow up conversations with Mr. Rodriguez revealed 
that the original survey indicated damage to the clutch mechanism, but during the attempted repair in 
April, it was noted that both electric drive motors were in need of repair as well.  Due to the age of the 
motors, drop in replacements were not available and they had to be removed and rebuilt.  Essex County 
anticipates delivery of the motors on July 8, 2013 and all repairs completed by July 22, 2013. 



 
The scheduled start date for the project of July 8, 2013, required that GLDD mobilize the equipment the 
week of July 1, 2013 to the dredge site.  The movement of the equipment requires that the Bridge Street 
bridge open to accommodate the air draft of the tugboat.  As this bridge is currently non-operational with 
an anticipated repair to occur in mid-July, the project schedule must be adjusted accordingly.   
 
Although we are not fully aware of the metrics of the repair process (procurement, costs, contractors, etc.), 
GLDD would like to extend an offer of assistance if there exists a potential to expedite the repair process.  
We would also like to inquire as to the ability to manually open/close the bridge during evening hours.  As 
you can probably note, there exists a lot of regulatory pressure to get this project started by July 8, 2013.  
We truly appreciate your open communications with GLDD in this matter and, as stated above, are 
offering any help possible to expedite the repair process.   
 
If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact me attking@gldd.com or my cell at 630-272-
6494. 
 

 

 
 
 

Cc: Mr. Tim Briggs, GLDD 
 Mr. Tom Cnudde, GLDD 
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